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Background 

HELCOM MARITIME 14-2014 established an ad hoc Correspondence Group on Ballast Water 
Management to:  

1) Finalize the Target Species List taking into account the outcome from the joint 
HELCOM/OSPAR TG BALLAST on the criteria to select the target species in Madrid in the 
beginning of December 2014, 

2) Consider the interpretation of the IMO Resolution A.1088(28) (Appendix 1) and 
3) Consider if there is a need for clarification of the 2010 HELCOM Ministerial Declaration on 

the Guidance to distinguish between unacceptable high risk scenarios and acceptable low 
risk scenarios – a risk of spreading of alien species by ships on Intra-Baltic voyages (especially 
the decision that BW exchange is not possible in the Baltic Sea). 

An interim report by the Coordinator of the Correspondence Group submitted to the Heads of 
Delegation (HOD) 48-2015 meeting, as agreed in the HELCOM 36 meeting, is attached as Annex 1. 

 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information.  
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INTERIM Report of the Ad Hoc Correspondence Group on Ballast Water Management to the 

Heads of Delegation meeting in 9-10 June 2015 

 

Introduction 

The HELCOM Ministerial Meeting in 2013 adopted the Joint HELCOM/OSPAR Guidelines on the granting of 
exemptions under the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and 
Sediments, Regulation A-4.  

MARITIME 14-2014 highlighted that the extent and constitution of the agreed target species list has a high 
impact on the results of the risk assessments carried out according to the joint HELCOM/OSPAR A-4 
exemption guidelines to grant exemptions for shipowners and thus it should be finalized, bearing in mind its 
nature as a living document. 

The IMO Ballast Water Management Convention is very close to entry into force as 44 (35) Member States 
representing approximately 32.54% (35 %) of the world's merchant fleet gross tonnage have ratified the 
Convention. The entry into force criteria for the BWM Convention, are in given in brackets. Denmark, 
Germany, Russian Federation and Sweden have ratified the IMO BWM Convention.  

MARITIME 14-2014 agreed to establish an ad hoc Correspondence Group on Ballast Water Management to:  

1) Finalize the Target Species List taking into account the outcome from the joint HELCOM/OSPAR TG 
BALLAST on the criteria to select the target species in Madrid in the beginning of December 2014,  

2) Consider the interpretation of the IMO Resolution A.1088(28) (Appendix 1) and  

3) Consider if there is a need for clarification of the 2010 HELCOM Ministerial Declaration on the 
Guidance to distinguish between unacceptable high risk scenarios and acceptable low risk scenarios 
– a risk of spreading of alien species by ships on Intra-Baltic voyages (especially the decision that BW 
exchange is not possible in the Baltic Sea). 

 

Recent developments 

After the HELCOM 36 meeting the HELCOM ad Hoc Ballast CG has had one online meeting discussing the 
Target Species list and one round of discussions in correspondence on the revised Target Species list, 
interpretation of the IMO Resolution A.1088(28) and the 2010 HELCOM Ministerial Declaration and the 
decision that BW exchange is not possible in the Baltic Sea. 

 

The Target Species List 

After the online meeting in April the target species list was revised taking into account comments given by 
the members of the CG.  

The members of the CG were invited to give comments on the revised target species list. All CP except for 
Estonia and Lithuania expressed that they can agree with the draft list bearing in mind that it is a living 
document. Some CP´s even mentioned that they will start to use it as such. 

 

Interpretation of the IMO Resolution A.1088(28) by HELCOM Member States 

The IMO MEPC68 meeting in May 2015 agreed that intention of the resolution A.1088(28) applies also in sea 
areas where ballast water exchange is not possible. The Committee concurred with the understanding that 
the intentions of resolution A.1088(28) apply also to ships operating in sea areas where ballast water 
exchange in accordance with regulations B-4.1 and D-1 of the BWM Convention is not possible.  

Thus, now we have a global interpretation of the resolution, which all the Baltic Sea countries can share.  
However, at the CG Latvia still had some concerns on the issue.  

Annex 1
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The 2010 HELCOM Ministerial Declaration and the decision that BW exchange is not possible in the Baltic 
Sea 

Furthermore, as no additional management measures would be needed in the case where D1 ballast water 
exchange cannot be performed; there is no need to consider the establishment of the ballast water exchange 
areas in the Baltic Sea area. And all HELCOM Member states could agree on this interpretation. 

 

Proposals for a way forward 

The draft list of the Baltic Sea target species for BWMC A-4 exemptions, which is included in the document 
3-20, to be considered by the HOD 48 meeting. 

Further input for the development of the target species criteria will be discussed in the HELCOM-OSPAR TG 
Ballast meeting in Poland in September.  
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